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Abstract. The experience of the COVID-19 pandemic shows that the

virus had a huge transformative impact on many sectors of life,
causing a great deal of challenge and suffering. Schools were
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transformation. In addition, the closutre of borders between countties
not only restricted transport and tourism but also affected the daily
life of the populations living in the Euroregions. Cross-border
mobility and cooperation, natural to these areas, has been significantly
reduced. At the same time, the incalculable impact of the pandemic
required a search for solutions that allowed customs, relationships
and activities to be maintained and sometimes even transformed. The
main purpose of this article is to analyze Polish-German educational
projects realised in the Pomerania Euroregion the COVID-19
pandemic. The study analyses 48 educational projects out of a total of
184 that were implemented as part of the Small Project Fund
INTERREG VA COVID-19 Special Selection. In order to prepare
the text, the resources were collected, analyzed and described. As a
result, the interpretation of facts being the objects of research have
been done. Moreover, the reading literature and searching the studies
were undertaken. The analysis of the resources were conducted in a
qualitative way. The article raises important insights into overcoming
difficulties across borders in implementing cross-border educational
projects in times of pandemic, demonstrates model activities in the
field of distance education, and exposes innovative educational
activities shaping new possibilities for building neighbourly relations
in the borderland of two countries.
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1. INTRODUCTION
After more than three years of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has affected all parts of the globe and changed

our world on many levels, the anticipation of an official end to one of the biggest pandemics in the history of the
world has finally come to an end. On May 4th 2023 the Director-General of the World Health Organisation
announced at the COVID-19 pandemic Emergency Committee meeting that as of right now COVID-19 is a known
and ongoing health issue that no longer poses an international public health threat. This does not exactly mean that
the health or life threat posed by the SARS-CoV-2 virus has been completely contained. In other words, there is still
some uncertainty related to the potential evolution of this particular virus, the emergence of its new variants and the
consequent emetgence of the new outbreaks of the disease (WHO, https://www.who.int). The expetience of the
COVID-19 pandemic indicates that the virus has had a profound impact on changes in many areas of life, causing
immense challenges and suffering on the one hand but at the same time creating many opportunities on the other
hand.

As can be noticed from the literature analysis, the topics related to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
the daily functioning of societies around the world have been already addressed from many different perspectives.
For instance, the analysis of the state of education in the era of the pandemic and the negative impact of social
isolation on the mental state of students have become the subject of research in many scientific papers both
internationally and in Poland (Rashid & Yadav, 2020; Czerepaniak-Walczak, 2020; Turczyk & Jaskulska, 2020; Teris,
Suoranta & Teris, 2020; Pokhrel & Chhetri, 2021; Marchlik, Wichrowska & Zubala, 2021; Parczewska, 2021; Botturi
& Goodyear, 2021; Rapanta, Sahlberg, 2021; Winiarczyk & Warzocha, 2021; Jarynowski, Czopek & Paradowski,
2021; Reimers, 2022; Swictek, 2022;).

Among many severe restrictions due to COVID-19, there was also the need to physically close the borders
between countries. In the countries of the European Union, the restriction or complete closure of borders has
caused significant difficulties in the daily life of populations settled in the border areas, the so-called Euroregions.
This aspect has also become the focus of scientific research, considering the economic, political, and social impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Euroregions (Kajta & Opitowska, 2021; B6hm, 2022; Opiota & Bohm, 2022;
Staboutlos, 2023)

Still little attention is paid to the analysis of education in the Euroregions in its broadest sense, including the
innovative educational projects, and to the role of the European INTERREG cooperation programmes in
developing multicultural education and peace education while building regional identity (Stuss, Makiela & Staticzyk,
2020; Dubeck & Schulz, 2004). Accordingly, the subject of this article are the educational cross-border projects in
the Pomerania Euroregion that were implemented during the COVID-19 pandemic. The aim of the article is to
identify the German-Polish projects implemented between 2020 and 2022 and to grasp their significance for future
education in the context of the new opportunities that have become a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic
experience. Therefore, the presented article is also an attempt to shed light on the area of cross-border cooperation
of educational institutions in Euroregions as an example of an interesting subject of scientific research in the context
of comparative studies, initiating research-practical cooperation and implementing innovative educational solutions
across borders.

After reviewing the literature on cross-border cooperation in the process of networking institutions at the
frontier and the objectives of the euroregions, the analysis was guided by two questions:

— How did the process of strengthening Polish—German cross-border cooperation between educational
institutions in the Pomerania Euroregion proceed during the Covid-19 pandemic?

—  What is the impact of cross-border cooperation initiative taken during the Covid-19 pandemic on building
the cooperation on the frontier region?

In order to discover the uniqueness and complexity of the issues, the research was based on a case study strategy
scheme. In the planned research process, a research and analysis of secondary sources was undertaken, and the
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adopted research approach was descriptive and interpretative. The source material analyzed included archival data
made available in the Pomerania Euroregion. Archival data was queried from the office of the Association of Polish
Municipalities of the Pomerania Euroregion in Szczecin, Poland. The source material analysed included project
documentation and reports on the implementation of projects from the support programmes of the Small Projects
Fund (SPF) INTERREG VA from the COVID-19 Special Selection, with particular emphasis on the projects in
which the applicant or project partner was an educational institution or other education-related party as well as
education-related entity (local authorities or their organisational units as well as NGOs).

The article is divided into four sections. After the introduction, the author proceeds to analyse the literature of
the research subject with the special focus on some basic characteristics of euroregions in Poland with reference to
the case of the Pomerania Euroregion. Next, the previously presented theoretical considerations refer to the analysis
of data on educational cross-border projects in the Pomerania Euroregion — COVID-19 Special Selection. The
article ends with the conclusions and implications of the research study underlying the significance of the study and

suggestions for a new research domain such as educational network in euroregions.

2. DEFINING EUROREGIONS

More than 30% of Europe's population lives in European border regions. These regions, due to their distant
location from the centre of the country, are characterised by less developed infrastructure and lower economic
growth (Béhm & Kurowska-Pysz, 2019). In order to support and show the potential of the areas at the internal
borders of the EU, the so-called 'Euroregions' were created. When defining the concept of a Euroregion, attention
should be paid to the geographical and administrative context. In this view, a Euroregion is identified with a
European cross-border region, an institutionalised association of two or more regions of different states concluded
between state and local government organisations (Perkmann, 2002). In general terms, it is an organisation the task
of is to coordinate and animate cooperation between its subjects in order to solve any infrastructure- and
communication-related problems. As the over 60-year history of Euroregions shows, these institutions have
primarily served the purpose of improving neighboutly social contacts and enabling bilateral cooperation between
municipalities (societies, organisations, educational institutions) in the cultural, social and educational fields,
ultimately leading to the building of mutual trust (Perkmann, 2002; Lepik, 2009; Greta & Lewandowski, 2010;
Andersen, Klatt & Sandberg 2012; Fratczak-Miuller & N[ielczarek—Zejmo, 2020).

Among the 16 Euroregions around the Polish borders, there is the Pomerania Euroregion, which was
established on December 15% 1995 and currently covers the border area between Poland and Germany. The part of
this Euroregion on the German side comprises the border districts of: Vorpommern-Riigen, Vorpommern-
Greifswald, Mecklenburgische Seenplatte, Uckermark and Barnim as well as the former independent cities of
Stralsund, Greifswald and Neubrandenburg. The Polish part of the Euroregion comprises the area of municipalities
belonging to the West Pomeranian Voivodeship. An important role in the Polish part of the Euroregion is played
by the city of Szczecin, which has almost 400,000 inhabitants, is the capital of the Voivodeship and thus the hub of
this German-Polish cooperation; it is regarded as a cross-border metropolis. The Kommunalgemeinschaft
Europaregion POMERANIA e.V. in Locknitz and the Association of Polish Municipalities in the Pomerania
Euroregion in Szczecin are the two subjects that integrate local communities in cross-border cooperation in the
Pomerania Euroregion. The main task of the organisations is to take action for the steady and sustainable
development of the region and to bring together its citizens and institutions on both sides of the border. Since the
first years of the Pomerania Euroregion's existence, the organisation's overriding characteristic has been the handling
of aid funds, i.e. European programmes to support cross-border cooperation. In addition to major investment and
infrastructure projects, the Pomerania Euroregion was in charge of financial resources used to support dialogue and
cooperation between citizens, authorities and local organisations. For this purpose, the European Union created the
Small Project Fund (SPF) as part of the INTERREG Community Initiative. Its aim is to address shared challenges
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and to find solutions in areas such as health, environment, research, education, transport, sustainable energy and
others (Pete 2014).

3. EDUCATIONAL CROSS-BORDER PROJECTS IN THE POMERANIA EUROREGION -
COVID-19 SPECIAL SELECTION

Due to the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, which caused a worldwide crisis in many fields, including the field
of education, there was a closure of schools for an average of 10 weeks and consequently remote education was
introduced. According to the UNESCO report (UNESCO: COVID-19 Impact on Education), by the beginning of
2020, more than 90 % of the world's school population was affected by the crisis caused by the pandemic. Past few
years showed that the broadly defined education community has tried — by using various means — to maintain
continuity of learning and to stay in touch with students. Nevertheless, it should be emphasised that in many cases
inequalities and shortcomings on the part of education systems have become apparent. Lack of computer equipment,
limited broadband access and a general lack of resources in the face of the needs that had arisen are just some
examples of the challenges that members of educational communities around the world had to face (UNESCO:
COVID-19 Impact on Education).

At the time of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Pomerania Euroregion was also put to the test. The border
closure, so-called Covidfencing (Medeiros 2020), which was aimed to reduce the spread of the virus, significantly
affected the implementation of projects from the SPF INTERREG VA in the last two years. The SPF INTERREG
VA assistance programme was implemented from 2016 to 2022 and during this time 885 projects on a variety of
topics were created and funded. The largest number of projects implemented were cultural projects (202). The
second largest number of projects was from the COVID-19 Special Selection (183). The least numerous groups of
projects were health-related activities (10) and environmental protection (22) (Figure 1).

Figure 1
Thematic areas of the SPF INTERREG 1A projects
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Note. Source: own study based on the SPF INTEREG VA report in: archives of the Association of Polish Municipalities in the Pomerania Euroregion in Szczecin, Poland.
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With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the natural cross-border movement of people for professional
purposes in the Euroregion was significantly impeded, projects implemented in cross-border areas were suspended
and the border society was left with many open and unresolved questions (Opiola and Béhm, 2022). In order to
meet the needs and capacities of the beneficiaries, a Special Selection was set up in the Pomerania Euroregion within
the scope of Fighting the COVID-19 pandemic and its consequences in the Pomerania Enroregion’. This was a pioneering idea
on a national scale to facilitate access to funding, reduce waiting time for allocated funds and to enable cross-border
cooperation on-line. In line with the principles developed, the Special Selection was also geared towards new
objectives within the SPF. The first objective was to reduce the consequences of the pandemic by developing
solutions for the maintenance and development of social and cultural cooperation in the borderland. Then, the
development of cross-border measures to battle against the Coronavirus (e.g. cooperation between health
institutions, information campaigns, prevention activities) was highlighted. Equally important in the fight against the
pandemic was the model action on remote education (Guidelines for the COVID-19 Special Selection under the
Small Project Fund).

Among the 183 projects from the Special Selection, there were 46 projects which, due to their subject matter
and type of applicant/partner, could be categorised as educational and/or education-related projects. The thematic
scope of the projects analysed focused on digital education, on-line partnerships between educational institutions in
the Pomerania Euroregion and the development of digital competences of the modern teacher. A particularly
important subject was the area related to health education and prevention under the conditions of the COVID-19
pandemic. Taking into account the comprehensiveness of the data provided, for the purposes of this article the
projects were divided into two groups, in which the beneficiaries were:

— kindergartens and schools in the Pomerania Euroregion,
— other institutions: local authorities or their organisational units and NGOs in the Pomerania Euroregion.

Cross-border cooperation in the area of educational projects was bidirectional. Polish schools, kindergartens
and other institutions were project applicants and became partners for the projects initiated by institutions on the
German side of the Pomerania Euroregion. The Polish side became an applicant in 27 projects and acted as a project
partner in 19. Educational institutions and other subjects from many areas of the West Pomeranian Voivodeship
and the German areas of the Pomerania Euroregion were involved in the projects of the SPF INETERREG VA in
the COVID-19 Special Selection. The beneficiaries of the 46 projects were from Chojna, Kolobrzeg, Stargard,
Swinoujécie, Police, Bialogard, Gryfino, Szczecin, Karlino, Kotbaskowo, Bobrow, Przectaw, Bedargéw, Stare
Czarnowo, Polczyn Zdréj, Lipia and from Schwedt, Lécknitz, Prenzlau, Angermiinde, Wolgast, Gartz, Malchow,
Bart, Eberswalde, Insel Usedom, Pasewalk, Peenemiinde, Greifswald, Templin and Ueckermiinde. The data shown
in Table 1 talk about educational projects catried out as part of the SPF INTERREG VA COVID-19 Special

Selection.

Table 1

Cross-border educational projects in the Pomerania Enroregion. SPF INTERREG VA COVID-19 Special Selection
Applicant on the Polish side of the Pomerania Euroregion Number of projects
Schools and kindergartens 14
Other institutions 13
Applicant on the German side of the Pomerania Euroregion Number of projects
Schools and kindergartens 7
Other institutions 12
Total 46

Note. Source: own study based on the final report of SPF INTERREG VA projects implemented in the Pomerania Euroregion, COVID-19 Special Selection
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The topics of the projects implemented by schools and kindergartens were varied in terms of the activities
planned and the results achieved. The archive sources search for the projects completed in the years 2020-2022
showed that all the projects focused primarily on the challenges and opportunities posed by the changes in education
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as on maintaining social ties between the communities of the
Pomerania Euroregion and developing the linguistic skills of both project partners. It is impossible to present each
project separately, but in order to systematise the field, it is worth pointing out characteristic examples of cross-

border cooperation implemented as part of the COVID-19 Special Selection (Table 2).

Table 2

Excamples of cross-border educational projects in the Pomerania Euroregion in which educational institutions were the applicant. SFP

INTERREG VA COVID-19 Special Selection.

Project partners

Project title

Summary description of the project activities

Aleksander Omieczynski

A healthy body and mind

The project involved two types of workshops

Gryfino Gesamtschule
Talsand in Schwedt

education and graphics

Secondary School No. 1 in | during a  COVID-19 | addressed to both Polish and German teachers and
Gryfino and Gesamtschule | pandemic covered health and hygiene in remote working
Talsand in Schwedt conditions forced by the pandemic. The workshops
were designed to help teachers cope with prolonged
restrictions, but above all to teach educators to
recognize depressive states in young people and to
respond appropriately to these symptoms.
Secondary School Complexin | Multimedia ~ world  of | The aim of the project was to strengthen and

develop social and cultural cooperation in the
border area in a new form and to develop safety
principles during the COVID-19 pandemic for
teachers and young people from both schools. Two
training courses were held in the areas of cyber
security and computer graphics (learning about
software, applications for creating graphics, graphic
design projects, and the creation of a film form).
Additionally, as part of the project implementation,
technological equipment was purchased.

Ignacy Yukasiewicz School

Complex in Police and
Europa Schule Deutsch-
Polnishes Gimnasium in
Locknitz

E-learning — the challenge

of modern schools

The aim of the project was to provide mobile

collaboration between educational institutions
through online classes. The main activity of the
project involved conducting lessons using
technological equipment and training in the use of
computers and remote learning systems. The funds
were also used to purchase equipment for remote
teaching, in the form of laptops, monitors and

computer software.

Municipal Kindergarten No.
2 ‘Little Artists’ in Stargard
and Uckersternchen — 1G
Frauen

und Familien

Prenzlau e.V.

Online education
partnership in the field of
German-Polish

cooperation between
Kindergarten No. 2 ‘Little

Artists” and Kindergarten

The planned activities of the project were intended
to compensate for the lack of personal German-
Polish contacts, to maintain existing cooperation, to
develop good practices to reduce the consequences
of the pandemic in the cross-border area and to
jointly develop innovative ideas for pre-school
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1G
und Familien

Uckersternchen -
Frauen
Prenzlau e.V.

education and implement them in the digital space.
German-Polish training courses in multimedia

competence for on-line learning were also

organized.

Janusz  Korczak  Primary
School No. 1 in Chojna and
the School from Angermiinde

Win with COVID-19

The authors of the project saw the strengthening of
cooperation in the fields of education, science and
culture, but above all the expansion of knowledge
in the field of pandemics, as an overriding objective.
The planned activities included remote lessons in
the

presentations, training sessions and collaborative

form of videoconferences, multimedia
learning, aimed at developing competences in the
use of a foreign language and learning to work as
part of a team. During the course of the project, a
multimedia game called “‘WIN WITH COVID-19F
was created — which was a summary of a series of
on-line meetings conducted via modern multimedia

communicators.

Primary School No. 6 of
Janusz Korczak in Kolobrzeg
and Zentrale Grundschule
Friedrich A. Nobert in Barth

Digital education and

support for enhanced

German-Polish school
cooperation in the time of

COVID-19

The aim of the project was to develop model
activities in the field of remote education, including
the development of solutions for the development
of Polish-German cooperation on both sides of the
border. The main aim was to supply the school with
equipment and teaching materials to carry out
interdisciplinary projects with the cooperation of
German partner. Lessons in art and technology as
part of art therapy to release emotions, dance
classes and dance lessons, and remote classes in
creating a comic strip were implemented. The
project was summarised by a videoconference with
Polish and German educationalists, a psychologist
and other educators.

Note. Source: own study based on SPF INTERREG VA COVID-19 Special Selection, project files: SPF -0455-21-C, SPF-0530-21-C, SPF -0446-20-C, SPF-0396-20-C, SPF-

0425-20-C.

The analysis of the report content of the implemented educational projects in the SPF INTERREG VA call

2020-2022 draws attention to the projects in which the beneficiaries were other institutions, local government units

or its organisational units and NGOs in the Pomerania Euroregion. There were 25 such projects implemented. It

could be noted that the topics of the initiated projects, although still related to education, were slightly different

from those implemented in schools and kindergartens. In particular, the projects were aimed at a wider audience:

pupils, students, teaching staff and parents. Among the applicants and project partners were, for example,

universities, cultural institutions and associations as well as various foundations. The educational dimension of these
projects in the COVID-19 Special Selection from the SPF INTERREG Va in the Pomerania Euroregion is reflected
in the topics and objectives of the activities undertaken (Table 3).
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Table 3
Selected cross-border educational projects in the Pomerania Euroregion in which other institutions were the applicant. SPF INTERREG
VA COVID-19 Special Selection

Project applicant Project title

Media Design Association Remote learning model for German and Polish
secondary schools located in the border area of Gartz,
Tantow, Kolbaskowo, Przeclaw and Bedargowo in the
face of the COVID-19 pandemic crisis

Police District Development and implementation of a digital working

sttucture for the continuation of cross-border
cooperation in education between the rural district of
Vorpommern Greifswald and the rural district of Police

West Pomeranian Forum of Social Otganizations | Overcoming Covid at school

ZAFOS

University of Szczecin Crisis as a challenge — strategies for dealing with cross-
border teacher education as a contribution to regional
stabilization

Pomeranian Medical University in Szczecin Development of an educational quiz app for medical

and pharmacy students

Note. Soutce: own study based on SPF INTERREG VA COVID-19 Special Sclection, project files: SPE -0456-21-C, SPF-0444-20-C, SPF-0497-21-C, SPF-0429-20-C, SPF-0487-
21-C.

The first project listed in the table above focused on the development of model measures for remote education,
which were based on the knowledge and analysis of the expert team and on the exchange of experiences and practices
used in German and Polish schools during the Coronavirus pandemic. Noteworthy is the development of a manual
on the model of remote education during the COVID-19 pandemic. The manual proposed a model for distance
learning and recommendations were presented in four key areas (technical, didactic, competence and organisational)
of the implementation of the didactic process in primary schools, leaving their consideration and implementation to
the managers of educational institutions (SPF -0456-21-C).

Two further projects had a similar dimension. As part of the project activities, the district of Police implemented
a digital cooperation structure between the German and Polish project partners. The initiated cooperation included
the implementation of training courses on the management of a virtual team including cross-border cooperation,
the strengthening of the participants' competences and skills in effective management as well as effective on-line
communication in a culturally diverse team (SPF-0497-21-C). The aim of the project implemented by the West
Pomeranian Forum for Social Organisations was to adapt the skills of teachers from Szczecin and Schwedt to the
educational needs atising from COVID-19 by means of a seties of on-line training courses and the development of
a Polish-German handbook on e-learning. Five workshop modules were conducted as part of the training. The
project authors developed a handbook and organised an on-line conference with the participation of school heads
and representatives of the educational authorities of both cities (SPF -0444-20-C).

A separate area of cross-border cooperation in the COVID-19 Special Selection was projects implemented by
universities. Two projects are worth mentioning. The first was carried out by the Institute of Pedagogy at the
University of Szczecin in cooperation with the University of Greifswald. The aim of the project was to strengthen
the potential of the region through cooperation at the level of integration and research between the two universities
on both sides of the Oder River. In the course of the project, intercultural art workshops (film, photography, visual
arts) were implemented to reduce the stress of the emergency situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. During
the workshops, students were part of focus groups that concentrated on their preparation for on-line education and
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their experience with remote education. The results of the research allowed the development of further suggestions
for new solutions for the education of future teachers under emergency conditions (SPF-0429-20-C).

Meanwhile, a project was carried out as part of the COVID-19 Special Selection by the Pomeranian Medical
University in Szczecin in partnership with the Medical University of Greifswald on the development of a uniform
questionnaire needed to create an educational application for medical and pharmacy students. This led to the
intensification, development and maintenance of cross-border cooperation in the field of pharmacology between
the two universities through the creation of a freely accessible educational application developed in three languages
(Polish, German and English). An external partner, the University Medical Centre Rostock, was also invited to join
the project. Targeted at medical students, the educational application Pharmakologie-Quizz, with questions in the
form of a quiz, was made available for wider distribution via two app stores — Google Play and AppStore (SPF-
0487-21-C).

4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It can be concluded that the devastating and incalculable force of the COVID-19 pandemic affected many
aspects of life, often rapidly and irreversibly changing what seemed certain, fixed and proven in the past. Both
schools and other educational institutions experienced an immediate transformation during the pandemic. The
dynamic shift from face-to-face learning to remote education has significantly affected the image of the modern
school. Initially, there were problems and weaknesses in the education system. Nevertheless, the motivation of
teachers, school principals, parents of students and institutions involved in education made it possible to try and
adapt to the occurring conditions (Babbar & Gupta 2022; Maree, 2022; Quansah, Frimpong, Sambah, Oduro, Anin,
Srem-Sai, Hagan, Schack, 2022).

In the Pomerania Euroregion, among the many projects implemented to support cross-border cooperation,
educational projects have always held an important place in the consecutive editions of the SPF INTERREG.
Bringing border communities closer together through the exchange of experience in innovative educational
solutions, learning the language of the neighbour, and exploring the history and culture of the Polish and German
neighbours have all been priorities of the projects implemented. The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic was to
hinder cooperation in the Euroregion. Border closures and sanitary restrictions stood in the way of traditional
meetings between pupils, teachers and parents as part of cross-border projects. However, analysis of the source
material showed that the Pomerania Euroregion initiative created for the pandemic situation, the so-called COVID-
19 Special Selection, gave courage to beneficiaries on both sides of the border which resulted in implementing 46
educational projects.

Whilst the negative effects of the pandemic have not been yet forgotten, the analysis of the educational projects
carried out allows us to look to the future and see the new opportunities that have arisen as a consequence of the
emergence of needs and their fulfilment. With regard to the effects of the projects analysed, it should be noted that
the co-financed activities within the scope of the SPF INTERREG VA COVID-19 Special Selection made it
possible to finance the equipment for educational institutions with a variety of digital tools, ranging from interactive
monitors, computers and software to laptops, tablets, cameras, microphones and other small equipment, which was
necessary for conducting remote education, scientific conferences and project meetings. In addition, the aim of the
proposed projects implemented in the Euroregion area was to develop digital skills among teaching and academic
staff. This task was accomplished by organising cross-border educational cooperation projects in an on-line format,
and this way of meeting, forced by the pandemic, showed new possibilities for building neighboutly relations in the
border area between the two countries.

Looking ahead, important results of the projects included strengthening the interest of kindergartens, schools
and other institutions working in the field of education in the use of technology in everyday teaching and educational
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work, while developing awareness among its users of the negative effects of isolation and inappropriate use of
technological equipment. The projects also took into account the important aspect of the psychological well-being
of the pupil and the teacher in the digital world.

A noticeable aspect of the projects implemented was their impact on cross-border cooperation. Despite strict
constraints, the educational projects were implemented in a different dimension, but still provided opportunities to
strengthen Polish-German relations, learn about each other's cultures and break down barriers. The analysis of the
projects has also shown that educational institutions and other organisations were motivated to initiate cross-border
educational projects in order to maintain the cooperation that had been developed previously, and new schools in
the Euroregion that had never been the beneficiaries of projects before also became involved.

As the analysis of the source material shows, projects in the Pomerania Euroregion are a source of interesting
educational solutions, as they are the result of cooperation between two different cultures which are equally
motivated to establish common relations and structures, resulting in a new quality. Thus, the areas of cross-border
cooperation are regions rich in experience in intercultural education, education for sustainable development,
education for peace, regional education and language education. In terms of educational projects, this is a
heterogeneous area and in contact with other Euroregions in Poland and Europe it can become the subject of
comparative studies and research-practical studies that will reveal the essential features of individual Euroregions
and educational policy and on the other hand will allow to perceive patterns and principles of creating education in
the area of borderland.
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